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Tuesday, December 2, 2025
To Whom it May Concern,

| am writing this letter in support of the Yew Mountain Center's application for funding to acquire and
conserve 500 acres of iconic Appalachian forest habitat in our county as a valuable community
asset.

The Pocahontas County Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) heavily relies on partners like the Yew
Mountain Center to assist in enhancing our destination and the overall visitor experience. Since their
founding, the Yew Mountain Center has demonstrated a commitment to serving visitors and the local
community by providing access to recreational and educational programming. Their dedication in
facilitating and hosting these events brings economic benefits to our destination and communities through
nature and sustainability-based programming, camping, and overnight accommodations. While their
educational programs bring in visitors from across the Mid-Atlantic, the Yew Mountain Center is also a
popular tourism asset known for their hiking trails, birdwatching, wellness retreats, and annual Mountain
State Maple Days events. Alongside driving visitation to our forest assets and offering hands-on, nature-
based programming, the Yew Mountain Center engages countless local residents, especially youth,
strengthening our community’s connection to our valued forests and public lands. Their work helps
cultivate a deeper commitment to conservation and sustainability for generations to come.

In 2026, trends are forecast to shift more than ever with traveler interests focusing on building greater
connections with the outdoors and participating in sustainability efforts through cultural and community-
based experiences. With travelers more inclined to connect and wanting to give back to destinations
through their excursions, partners like the Yew Mountain Center are continuing to become even more
valuable for their investments in sustainability, community and outdoors-based programming. While the
travel landscape continues to evolve, destinations are increasingly focused on their own communities,
recognizing that a thriving visitor experience depends on residents who value tourism and the public
lands and forest areas that offer exceptional outdoor experiences for locals and guests alike.

As a proud partner of the Yew Mountain Center, the Pocahontas County CVB asks you to consider
this letter of support. Our destination is dependent upon organizations like the Yew Mountain Center
that focus on enhancing visitor experiences and community connectivity through education and
stewardship-based learning.

Sincerely,

Chelsea Faulknier
Executive Director of Tourism, Pocahontas County CVB
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