
December 2, 2025 
 
 
To Whom it May Concern,  
 
I am writing to support the Yew Mountain Center’s request for funding to acquire and conserve 
500 acres of Appalachian forest to serve our community.  YMC is one of our partners at the 
school for educational field trips. The center has been an ongoing partner and we look forward to 
visiting the property each year to learn about ecology and deepen students’ love of reading. 
Pocahontas County Schools have been partnered with YMC since 2016, and truly value the 
experiential education they have to offer our students.  
 
As a Kindergarten teacher, I bring my students to the YMC to participate in a “Gruffalo” hunt 
around the land every year. The Gruffalo, by Julia Donaldson is a modern classic children’s book 
about a fictional creature that lives in the woods. During a day at the center, my students learned 
all about nature through innovative learning activities, including:  
 

●​ A game illustrating predator-prey relationships  
●​ A scavenger hunt in a “logpile house” for models of snakes  
●​ A guided dissection of owl pellets  
●​ crafting animal habitats from foraged materials  
●​ crafting Gruffalo masks and play re-enactment 

 
Each year the program gets better, and I thought this past year was the best yet. I also appreciated 
the ease of coordinating the field trip with their community engagement coordinator. I think the 
YMC fills a critical need in our area for students to get outside and learn about nature. The 
experiential education they offer is important to the future protection of the land and forest, and I 
support the organization’s request for funding to conserve this forest land as a community 
educational asset.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Shannon Anderson  
 
Shannon Anderson, Kindergarten 
Marlinton Elementary School  
 


