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4 December 2025 
 
To Whom it May Concern,  
 
I am writing on behalf of the Appalachian Forest Farmer Coalition (AFFC) and as a Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University faculty member to express support for the Yew Mountain Center (YMC) 
and their request for funding to purchase 500 acres of prime non-timber forest product habitat to 
enhance their educational, technical training, and community service programming. AFFC is committed 
to supporting forest-based agriculture and sustainable agroforestry practices in the Appalachian region. 
YMC has been an integral partner for more than seven years in our coordinated multi-state efforts to 
accelerate the region’s non-timber forest product economy while conserving critical forest habitat and 
native plant wild populations.  
 
YMC has a successful and well-respected track-record of hosting educational and technical training 
events that raise awareness about Appalachia’s forest resources while building forest farmer skills. YMC 
plays a key role in promoting conservation and developing a sustainable supply chain of forest 
botanicals, which enhances place-based economic development and community livelihoods. In addition 
to protecting wild populations of at-risk plants, their diversified forest farm and accessible learning 
center promotes agritourism, teaches sustainable stewardship practices, and creates economic 
opportunities around the globally important botanicals native to our region.  
 
I have been honored to work with YMC and admire their commitment, capacity, and impact. This 
acquisition will strengthen their work, benefit the communities they serve, and keep cherished land in 
the hands of stewards, educators, and civic leaders for the good of the region.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Respectfully 

 
John Munsell, PhD     
Professor, Virginia Tech     


